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pronouns (he, she, it). I use data from both dialects, noting other differ- 
ences as appropriate. 

Section 1.1.1 provides an overview of the phonological system of 
Abaza. Section 1.1.2 presents the basic structure of phrases of the three 
main categories of Abaza, postposition, noun, and verb. This includes 
both morphological alternations and syntactic alternations, particularly 
with respect to word order. 

1.1.1 Phonology 

Abaza has roughly sixty consonants.® This rich consonant system is bal- 
anced by a minimal vowel inventory, which consists of just two vowels, 
/a/ and /a/ (or /i/), distinguished solely by the feature [±high]. The con- 
sonant inventory can be seen in table 1.^ 

Table 1. Consonants 



m w 

n 1, 1*, r 





Stops 




Affricates 


Fric 


:ative« 


Bilabial 


b 


P 


P' 












Labio-dental 














V 


f 


Alveolar 


d 


t 


t' 


dz 


c 


C' 


z 


s 


Palato-Alv. 








J 


t 


6' 


3 


J 


Pal. Pal.-Alv. 








jf 


6* 


c'J 


3^ 


P 


Lab. Pal.-Alv. 








r 


Jlw 


e™ 


3" 


r 


Velar 


9 


k 


k' 








Y 


X 


Pal. Velar 


9* 


kJ 


k'J 








V 


xi,i 


Lab. Velar 


g" 


k" 


k'" 








yw 


x"" 


Uvular 




q 


q' 












Pal. Uvular 






q'i 












Lab. Uvular 




q« 


q- 












Pharyngeal 














S 


h 


Lab. Phar. 














?* 


h" 


Glottal 






? 













The symbols I use differ from the IPA in a few respects. I use [y] instead 
of [j] for the palatal semivowel. I use [h] (and [h"^]) instead of [h] for the 



^The number of consonant phonemes is imprecise due to variations in both analysis and 
dialect. 

^For a fuller discussion of the Abaza consonant inventory, including in the various 
dialects, see Colarusso (1975/1988). 
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pharyngeal fricatives. I Use (j] and [c] for the palato-alveolar affricates in. 
stead of [ds] and [tj]. 

The velar fricatives are in relatively free variation with corresponding 
uvular fricatives/^ In some, perhaps most, dialects, A/ and /xV have 
merged into a single phoneme. 

Except for regressive voicing assimilation under certain conditions, and 
word-final devoicing for some speakers, there are few rules affecting the 
quality of the consonants. The voiceless stops and affricates are aspirated, 
some of them rather strongly. Voiced stops and affricates which are 
devoiced word-finally are not aspirated, so even in this environment there 
is little chance for losing contrasts. 

The two vowels are the high vowel /9/ (or /i/) and the low vowel /a/. 
Most of the phonological alternations in Abaza affect the vowels. One of 
the most salient alternations is the assimilation of roundness and 
frontness from neighboring consonants (a neighboring labialized conso- 
nant may turn [a] into [o] and [a] into [u] in the right context; a neigh- 
boring palatalized consonant may turn [a] into [e] and [s] into [i] in the 
right context). Throughout this study, both assimilated and underlying 
vowels will be used in transcription, depending on the source of the exam- 
ple. Most verbal and a few nominal suffixes involving semivowels, specifi- 
cally the tense morphemes -y, -w, and -wa and the conjunction -y, undergo 
additional modification in certain morphological environments such that 
they merge with neighboring vowels, and the combination becomes 
[ -I- high]. Specifically: 

(1) a. [9] + [y] ^ [i], 

b. [a] + [y] -^ [i], 

c. [9] + [w](-h [a])->[u], 

d. [a] + [w](+ [a])H.[u]. 

A second salient alternation concerns the presence and absence of the 
high vowel. The presence of this vowel is highly, but not completely, pre- 
dictable. There are few cases in which the presence or absence of this 
vowel results in a difference in meaning. ^^ Finally, geminate vowels are 
not allowed. If two vowels are juxtaposed, and at least one is low, the re- 
sult is a single low vowel. If neither is low (a very rare occurrence), the re- 
sult is a single high vqw^l. 



loColarusso (1975/1988) claims that the underlying position is actually uvular, and that 
velar fricatives have entered the language through Circassian (Kabardian). 

* 'It is for this reason that Kuipers (1965) argues that Abaza has a one vowel system: /a/ 
versus 0, 
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Stress is contractive, but will not be marked here. For a discussion of 
stress in Abaza, see Dybo, Nikolaev, and Starostin (1978) and O'Herin 
(1992b, 1994).^^ 
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